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Join us… 
For a Day at the 

Farm! 
Sunday, Sept. 16th 

2-5:00pm 
Pheasant                        

Fields Farm                   
(2 miles north of Kitsap 

mall on Clear CreekRoad) 
Come join us for an 

afternoon at the farm. 
We will tour the farm 
and walk about to see 

the animals, play 
games, and venture 

through the corn 
maze. Snacks and 

drinks will be             
provided and the 

children will be able 
to take home a gourd 

or mini pumpkin.   
http://www.

kitsapfostercare.org/
events/2007-09-16-

FarmVisit.htm 

KFCA Dinner Meeting September 26, 2007  
Please join us in welcoming, Stephenie Hooker, MA 

Court Services Officer/Guardian ad Litem 
Kitsap County Juvenile Department 

Stephenie will be speaking to us about G.A.L./ C.A.S.A. Roles and                          
Responsibilities in the Washington Foster Care System. 

Training certificates available. 
Dinner includes: Chicken fried steak (beef/chicken), Mashed potato’s & 

gravy, Fresh peas, Hominy, Cornbread, and Cobbler. 
 

Reminder to Foster Parents: 
Please take your children to the restroom prior to dropping them off a the 

childcare area, it is difficult for limited staff to manage bathroom trips.  Also, 
teens are the responsibility of the foster parent!  Childcare staff can only              

request that they follow directions given...please ensure that your teens know 
what is expected of them in your absence. 

 
Foster Parents...We Need You! 

Please contact Phyllis Bishop if you are able to volunteer a few hours at the 
Kitsap Foster Care Association booth at The BlackBerry Festival over Labor 

Day Weekend.  Your experience as a foster parent is important! 
 

The purpose of the D.R.E.A.M. Project is to grand “dreams” to our children 
in foster and kinship care in Kitsap County.  Each child is entitled to one              

request per year.  These requests come from the child themselves, and can be 
for items such as:  Athletics, sports equipment, specialty classes and school 
memories (such as prom and graduation items).  Dreams are granted for the 

actual cost of the item requested,  not to exceed $75. 
The request form can be downloaded from Http://www.kitsapfostercare.org/ 

Forward to: 
The Dream Committee @ KFCA, PO Box 4542, Bremerton, WA 98312 

 
Check it out!  www.uwfosteringfamilies.com 

 
 



· GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 

· Where:  Silverdale Community Center,                      
9729 Silverdale Way NW, Silverdale, WA 98383 

· When:  Fourth Wednesday of each month, Dinner 
6pm, Guest Speaker and Discussion 7pm. 

· Free child care available on site. 

· Members pay $4 for dinner (50% off) and receive a 
free raffle ticket to win great prizes (additional raffle 
tickets may be purchased in support of KFCA). 

· BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS 

· Where:  Changing locations, contact any board 
member for this month’s location. 

· When:  First Monday of each month @ 6:00pm. 

· KFCA Board Meetings are open, and all are welcome 
to attend.  If you’d like to add an item to the agenda, 
please contact Debra Converse two days prior to the 
meeting.   

            

 

           Debra Converse, President       
           president@kitsapfostercare.org                                         

             Phyllis Bishop, Vice President   
           vicepres@kitsapfostercare.org 

            Chuck Converse, Treasurer                                                 
           treasurer@kitsapfostercare.org  

           Erin Bowman, Secretary/Membership                
           secretary@kitsapfostercare.org 

            Sharon Williams, Historian                           
           historian@kitsapfostercare.org  

           Lesa LeClair, Child Care                             
           childcare@kitsapfostercare.org 

           Chuck Converse, Webmaster
           webmaster@kitsapfostercare.org 

           Debra Converse, Education/Training                               
           education@kitsapfostercare.org 

           Jennifer Martin, Newsletter                          
           newsletter@kitsapfostercare.org 

           Phyllis Bishop, Special Events Coordinator                                                            
           Phone 275-5725                                     
           events@kitsapfostercare.org 

           Laura Marshall, Culinary Coordinator 

           cuilinary@kitsapfostercare.org 

           Vacant, Legislative  

           Teresa Walton, Foster Parent Liaison 
           Cell (360) 990-9995 
           liaison@kitsapfostercare.org 
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Join Us Now! 
Kitsap Foster Care Association                     
membership is open to foster parents 
and others interested in foster care.  
Make $15 check payable to:  KFCA,  
PO Box 4542, Bremerton, WA 98312 
Thanks! 
Name:__________________________ 
Address:
________________________________
_________________________ 
 
foster parent         agency staff             renewal? 
Affiliation:_____________________________ 
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Upcoming Training 
 

PRIDE Pre-Service Training 
October 3, 4 (5:30-9:30pm), 6 (9:00-4:45pm), 10, 

11, & 12, 2007 (5:30-9:30pm) 
OR 

October 22, 23, 24, 25 (9:00-4:00pm), & 26, 2007 
(9:00-noon) 

OR 
November 7, 8, 9, 14, 15 (5:30-9:30pm), & 17, 

2007 (9:00-4:45pm) 
OR 

November 29, 30, December 5, 6 (9:00-4:00pm), & 
7, 2007 (9:00-noon) 

 
Www1.dshs.wa.gov/ca/fosterparents  

 
Working with Sexually Abused Children 

Wednesday, September 12, 2007 
9:00am to 4:00pm 

DCFS room 195, 1949 South State Street 
Tacoma, WA 

To register for the above training, contact Linda 
Falcocchio at 1-253-983-6474 

 
Engaging Biological Families for Change 

November 1& 2, 2007  6:00-9:00pm 
 

The above trainings are held at 
Bremerton First Methodist Church 

1150 Marine Drive; Bremerton, WA 98312 
Contact Hildegard Stone to pre-register @                    

475-3586 or 1-800-423-6246 
 

First Aid/CPR Training for Foster Parents 
The Resource Family Training Institute sponsors 
First Aid training free of charge to all currently           
licensed and perspective foster parents.  For a           

complete schedule and registration please visit the 
website at: 

Www.keepthebeatcpr.net 
Or call (253)217-1105 

 
 
 

 
Grow and Go...Online Workshops for                    

Foster Parents 
Www.pierce.ctc.edu/distance/ofpe/ 

Check this website for fall 2007 updates! 
 

DSHS Electronic Forms Link 
Http://www1.dshs.wa.gov/msa/forms/eforms.html 

 
Check out this web site: 
Www.familieslikeours.org 

 
25th Annual Foster Parent and                              

Caregiver's Conference 
"For These Are All Our Children..." 

September 23 - 25, 2007 
Ocean Shores Convention Center                             

www1.dshs.wa.gov/ca/fosterparents/newsConf25.asp 
 

Interested in volunteering…. 
Nikki Johanson [nikkijwa@yahoo.com] of                 

Pheasant Fields Farms is looking for anyone                 
interested in volunteering to help put with their 

Wild Woods event. A teenager accompanied by an 
adult would be helpful. It runs the last two Friday 

and Saturdays of October. Some folks have a lot of 
fun doing this and since this event is growing, they 

are always seeking new volunteers.  Their main 
theme is safety so extra hands are a big help. If                   

interested please contact her at the email address 
above or at 697-6224 or 509-0744. 

 
Customer Appreciation Event  

Pheasant Fields Farms 
Sunday, August 26, 2007 

3:00pm to 6:00pm 
Also, they are holding a "Customer Appreciation" 
event August 26, Sunday, from 3pm to 6pm.  They 
will have live music in their woods and the farm is 

open for a walkabout.  You and your members 
would be welcome to attend.  Bring a picnic lunch, 

as no food will be available but drinks will be                   
provided. 
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OESD 114 Head Start  (preschool) 

program has two new locations 
opening this fall and still have 

open slots for enrollment of  
children 3 to 5 years of age. The 

sites are at Woodlands and Browns-
ville Elementary Schools in the 

Central Kitsap Area. If               
interested contact the main office 

for enrollment information and 
packet at 360-478-6889. 
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Fingerprint Locations 
 

PIERCE COUNTY 
County City Building 

LESA Records, Room 239 
930 So. Tacoma Ave. 
Tacoma, WA 98402 

Hours: M-F 8:30 am – 4pm 
(253) 798 7535 (at menu press 1 for more information) 

$5 per Card/$3.00 additional card 
 

KITSAP COUNTY 
Port Orchard Sheriff’s Office 

614 Division St.  
Port Orchard, WA 98366 

Hours: M-F 8:00am – 4:30pm 
Tel: (360) 337-7101 

$10 per Card 
 

Silverdale Sherriff’s Office 
3951 Randall Way 

Silverdale, WA 98383 
Hours: M-F 8:00am – 4:30pm 

Tel: (360) 337-7101 
$10 per Card 

 

Kingston Sheriff’s Office 
26076 Illinois St 

Kingston, WA 98346 
Hours: M-F 8:00am – 4:30pm 

Tel: (360) 337-7101 
$10 per Card 

 
Port Orchard Police Department 

546 Bay St. 
Port Orchard, WA 98366 

Hours: M-F 8:00am – 4:30pm 
Tel: (360) 876-1700 

(Please call ahead to ensure availability) 
$7 per Card ($3 for each additional) 

 

Bremerton Police Department 
1025 Burwell St. 

Bremerton, WA 98337 
Hours: M-F 8:00am – 4:00pm 

(Please call ahead to ensure availability) 
Tel: (360) 473-5220 

$8 per Card 
 

Poulsbo Police Department 
367 Hostmark St. 

Poulsbo, WA 98370 
Hours: Thursdays 2:00pm – 4:00pm 

(Please call ahead to ensure availability) 
Tel: (360) 779-3133 

$5 per Card 
 
 

Note: Please bring Fingerprint Cards filled out ahead of time 
along with picture ID  

 

Bainbridge Island Police Department 
625 Winslow Way E 

Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 
Hours: M-F 8:00am – 5:00pm 

(Please call ahead to ensure availability) 
Tel: (206) 842-5211 

$10 per Card 
 

THURSTON COUNTY 
 

Washington State Patrol 
3000 Pacific Ave. 

Olympia, WA  98501 
Hours: M-F 8:00am - 4:30pm 

Tel: (360) 705-5100 
$13 per Card 

The DSHS Children’s Administration is 
excited to announce the launch of the 
new Foster Care to College website 

www.independence.wa.gov.  
This website provides information for 
youth between the ages of 13 and 21 to 
help them successfully transition into 

adulthood. We hope mentors,                  
caregivers, social workers, contracted 
providers, educators, and other helpful 

adult allies will also find it helpful.  
The website design focuses on                    

information and programs available for 
youth in out-of-home-care. Youth who 
participate in IL/TL programs, Passion 

to Action and the Foster Care to College 
Advisory Board reviewed and                   

commented on the content. The website 
is made available through funds                  

generously provided by the IL Chafee 
program and grants provided by the Stu-
art Foundation to the Foster Care to Col-
lege program.  A flyer announcing the 
website is in the works and will be sent 
out to youth and foster parents. In the 
meantime please save the link (www.
independence.wa.gov) to your web fa-
vorites and let youth you work with 

know there is… 
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Monday & Tuesday 

September 10 & 11, 2007 
(Starts at 9:30 Mon., ends at 12:30 

Tues.) 
Doubletree Guest Suites (nightly 
government room rate is $152.86     

including tax) 
16500 Southcenter Parkway 

Seattle, WA 
206-575-8220 

Registration fee: $50.00 
Four meals & handouts provided 
Speakers and topics include:  

� Arlene Greenspan, DrPh, 
MPH Senior Scientist,            
Centers for Disease Control 
& Prevention, Atlanta  

� Justin McNaull, Director, 
State Relations, AAA,  
Washington, D.C.  

� Washington State data and 
status on teen driving safety  

� Others  
Purpose: Experts will assist             
Washington State traffic safety  
leaders and advocates to                     
understand the main issues related 
to teen driving safety, provide best 
or recommended practices for 
Washington State, and WA staff will 
be able to develop a tool kit of               
resources and materials for local 
teen driving safety efforts.                    
Registration form will be out in July.  
Information :                                         
kathy.williams@doh.wa.gov,                   
or 1-800-458-5281, ext 8, or               
360-236-2862  

 
9 Million Toys Recalled -              
Lead & Other Hazards  

Consumers should immediately take these 
products away from children and contact 
Mattel to arrange return and to receive a 

voucher for a replacement toy of the              
consumer's choice, up to the value of the      
returned product. (888) 597-6597 U.S.     

Consumer Product Safety Commission and 
Mattel are working in cooperation with 
other regulatory agencies worldwide.            
Mattel is also working with retailers             

worldwide to identify and remove affected 
products from retail  

shelves.  
 

Polly Pocket Barbie and Tanner Magnetic  
Doggie Day Care Sarge Die Cast Toy Cars  
Batman and One Piece Action Figure Sets 

 
Details of the recall are as follows:  

Mattel voluntarily recalled 63 magnetic toys 
sold at retail prior to January 2007.                 

Magnetic toys recalled within the U.S.               
include 44 Polly Pocket toys, 11 Doggie 

Day Care toys, 4 Batman toys, 1 One Piece 
toy, and the accessory part of 2 Barbie toys. 

 
 For additional information regarding the 

magnetic toy recall, contact Mattel at (888) 
597-6597, or visit the company's Web site at 

www.service.mattel.com.  
 

The Sarge toy from the "CARS" die-cast ve-
hicle line was manufactured between May 

2007 and August 2007. For additional infor-
mation regarding the Sarge toy recall, con-

tact Mattel at (800) 916-4997 



Region 5 Proposed Plan to comply with House Bill 1624 section 10 (15) 
 
(15) Consult at least quarterly with foster parents, including members of the foster parent association of Washington state, for the  
purpose of receiving information and comment regarding how the department is performing the duties and meeting the obliga-
tions  
specified in this section and RCW 74.13.250 and 74.13.320 regarding the recruitment of foster homes, reducing foster parent 
turnover rates, providing effective training for foster parents, and administering a coordinated and comprehensive plan that 
strengthens services for the protection of children. Consultation shall occur at the regional and statewide levels.  
                                                                                                                            
Regional Oversight Group: Family to Family Recruitment, Development and Support of Resource Families Strategy 
Team 
Regional Administrator, Regional Program Manager, Area Administrators for Kitsap and Pierce Counties including CPS, CFWS, 
ICW, and Adoption, Kitsap County Foster Parent Association President, Pierce County Foster Care Resource Network President; 
Recruitment and Retention Contract designee; Recruitment and Retention Contract Coordinator, Kitsap County Resource Family 
Training Institute trainer (RFTI), Pierce County Resource Family Training Institute trainer (RFTI), Kitsap County Resource Unit 
Supervisor; Pierce County Resource Unit Supervisor; Kitsap County Relative Support Liaison, Pierce County Relative Support 
Liaison,  Pierce County Placement Desk Coordinator, Kitsap County Placement Desk Coordinator;  Pierce County Foster Parent 
Liaison;  Kitsap County Foster Parent Liaison, Region 5 Family to Family Coordinator, DLR Area Manager, DLR Family               
Licensor Supervisor, DLR Regional Licensor Supervisor, Private Child Placing Agency Representation, Foster Alumni                     
Representation, Kinship Caregiver;  DLR CPS Investigations Supervisor 
 
Regional Quarterly Meetings 

Locations – Quarterly meetings will be held in the Tacoma DCFS Office.  All meetings are scheduled from 10:00 a.m. 
to noon. 
Meeting Schedule: The Oversight Committee is scheduled to meet the third Monday of each month.  The following 
meeting dates are designated as the Quarterly Regional meeting required under ESHB 1624: 
October 15, 2007, January 8, 2008 (change in schedule to accommodate Martin Luther King Jr. holiday), April 21, 2008 
October 20, 2008, January 12, 2009 (change in schedule to accommodate Martin Luther King Jr. holiday),  
April 20, 2009, July 20, 2009, October 19, 2009 
In addition, in the month designated above CA Management will attend the association meetings as scheduled (Kitsap 
the fourth Wednesday of the month at the Silverdale Community Center and Pierce the first Tuesday of the month at  
Sizzlers on Tacoma Way) to dialogue with foster parents/relative caregivers and address their issues. 
Participation – Each county has an active foster care association funded through a contract with Region 5 Children’s 
Administration.  The elected presidents of these two organizations or their designee will provide foster parent                       
representation for the quarterly meetings.  In addition, the Pierce and Kitsap County Foster Parent Liaisons will                      
participate in these meetings and will be delegates to the statewide meetings as they are scheduled.   All other foster           
parents/relative caregivers who wish to attend the quarterly meeting will be welcome. 
Notification – at a minimum, foster parents will be notified of the quarterly meeting in their local foster parent newslet-
ter in the month proceeding the month of the quarterly meeting and an announcement will be made at the association 
monthly meeting.   
Format – in general, agenda items and issues of concern will be identified by the Foster Parent Liaisons in the course of 
their regular work.  Items can be put on the agenda by individual foster parents by contacting Barbara Bofinger in Kitsap 
County or Tonya Fox in Pierce County co-chairs of the Recruitment, Development and Support of Resource Families 
which will be the vehicle for these quarterly meetings.  Additionally, foster parents may bring forth issues through             
contact with either of the association presidents. 
Documentation – The co-chairs of the meeting alternate chairing the meeting and taking the minutes for the meeting.  
The minutes are disseminated through an e-mail/mail list of the participants.   
Reimbursement – for mileage and child care will be made a through the regional Foster and Relative Care Support           
contracts. 
Refreshments – the Foster Parent Liaisons will coordinate light refreshments for the quarterly meetings.  Funding is         
provided through the state Foster Parent Recruitment and Retention/Support Services contract.  

Statewide Meetings: 
Locations and Timing: Region 5 supports the plan for two meetings a year, one at a location identified on the east side 
of the state and the other one on the west side. 
Participation:    Foster parent participation will include the two association presidents or their designees and the two 
foster parent liaisons. 
 
For more information about this plan contact: Cherrie Druffel at 253 983-6235 or drch300@dshs.wa.gov 



From the President... 
            This last month has been a busy one for the Association. We have been busy with many events; Silverdale 
Whaling Days, the 2nd annual “Tee it up for Kids” Golf Tournament, and our annual Back to School Event at                 
Evergreen Park. 
             The 2 days of Whaling Days were spent letting the community know about us and how to become a licensed 
foster parent thru the state or an agency. This recruitment effort would not have been possible without the help of our 
volunteers who manned the booth all weekend. Thank you for all your hard work and dedication to getting the word 
out. 
             The 2nd Annual “Tee it up for Kids” Golf Tournament was a huge success. The proceeds went to the KFCA 
Dream Project and High 5 for Kids “little wishes” programs. Approximately $6000 was raised to benefit kids thru 
both of these programs. We want to extend a huge thanks to our community sponsors (Kitsap Credit Union, Wagner 
Family Chiropractic, Galaxy Limousine inc., Peninsula Subaru, Coffee on the Corner, 10 Minute Oil Change–Port 
Orchard, Olympic Pharmacy, Law Offices of Kathleen Schultz, and Spiro’s Pizza and Pasta), the coordinators and 
volunteers for al their time spent planning and overseeing the event as well as a thanks to the golfers who                        
participated in the event (14 teams from Kitsap/ 10 teams from Pierce). Without all the community support, the  plan-
ning committee members’ oversight, volunteer support, and golfers this event would not have been such a                   
success. Thanks to all our community partners for their involvement in raising funds to support foster children thru 
the Dream Project and “Little wishes.” Small intentions or works of one added to those of many others that create a 
larger ripple effect that can become a life improving or changing event for many. It’s about the kids and you all 
showed us this and had a little fun in doing so. The KFCA sponsored team came in near the bottom in regards to their 
score yet had a great day helping to raise funds for the kids. Thank you to ALL who supported the “Tee it up for 
Kids” golf tournament, your continued support is improving foster children’s lives thru both the KFCA Dream Pro-
ject and the High 5 for Kids “little wishes” programs.  
             Our Back to School event at Evergreen Park was also a huge success, with 315 kids being served, a hundred 
more than last year! What a good feeling it is to know as an Association along with our community partners we 
helped to support foster, relative care, and kinship care homes thru providing foster children with backpacks and 
some school supplies for returning to school in the fall. This would not be possible without our community sponsors, 
planning committee and volunteers. Thank you all for another well done job this year! 
Its now time to mark our calendars for upcoming events: 

             Sunday, September 16, 2007, 2:00 PM to 5:00 PM. This KFCA event will be held at Pheasant Fields Farm     
(2 miles north of Kitsap mall on Clear Creek Road). Come join us for an afternoon at the farm. We will tour the farm 
and walk about to see the animals, play games, and venture thru the corn maze. Snacks and drinks will be provided 
and the children will be able to take home a gourd or mini pumpkin.  The 25th Annual Foster parent/Caregiver Con-
ference at Ocean Shores Convention center is September 23-25. This year’s theme is “For These Are All Our Chil-
dren” James Baldwin. It’s still not too late to register, however scholarships have already been awarded.  See the 
http://www1.dshs.wa.gov/ca/fosterparents/newsConf25.asp for more information.  Our Dinner Meeting on Wednes-
day, Oct 24th is our Harvest Festival and Silent Auction. There will not be any training provided at this meeting due 
to the festivities. This event brought out the kid in all of us, young and old alike; we had so much fun last year with 
the silent auction to raise funds for KFCA activities, the costume contest, and games, not to mention the wonderful 
treats to eat. You do not want to miss out on the fun so start saving your $ to purchase some of the wonderful auction 
items and start designing that winning costume. Hope to see you all there to join in the festivities. 

             The KFCA board is continually working with state and community members in representing and supporting 
you thru the KFCA by providing support and activities for your foster children and your home to benefit from. Please 
help to support US by joining us at the monthly dinner/training meetings and planned activities. A lot of hard work 
goes into these events so please join us. Look forward to seeing more of you participate and join us at KFCA spon-
sored events. 
See You Soon, 
 
Debra Converse 
KFCA President  
President@kitsapfostercare.org 
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